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SWAN VALLEY ROAD TRAIN CURFEW 

Statement 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan) [10.02 pm]: I rise tonight to talk about the trial lifting of the 
Swan Valley road train curfew. Main Roads WA undertook a three-month trial on 28 May of lifting the road 
train curfew in the Swan Valley. For those members who are not aware of the curfew, it operates between 
9.00 am and 6.00 pm on Saturday, Sunday and public holidays to allow tourism traffic to flow through the Swan 
Valley. Road trains between 30 and 36.5 metres in length are prevented from using Great Northern Highway 
from the Roe Highway–Reid Highway intersection through to Apple Street. Although loaded livestock vehicles 
are exempt from the curfew in consideration of animal welfare, empty livestock vehicles longer than 30 metres 
are not allowed to travel during the curfew. Over-length trucks need to break down their load at Apple Street and 
make return trips to pick up their extra trailers along the stretch of the road during the curfew. For example, road 
trains that exceed the 30 metre length and have three trailers attached to them during the curfew need to stop at 
Apple Street. They need to detach two of the trailers, continue through the valley to their depot or place of 
destination to offload that trailer, then go back through the valley to Apple Street and pick up the next trailer and 
repeat the trip and return to pick up the third trailer to go to their destination. Instead of trucks making only one 
trip through the valley, the trip has been multiplied up to six times. In the case of a three-trailer truck, the curfew, 
which is meant to reduce truck traffic, has increased the number of trips by six times.  

The transport industry approached the state government to lift the curfew and in response Main Roads completed 
a review and conducted community consultation. The four community and industry workshops that were held in 
July were well attended and extremely beneficial. Although I was able to attend only two of the four workshops, 
I received feedback and information from those consultations. I wrote to 811 residents who were affected along 
the Great Northern Highway to inform them about the curfew and to ensure that they were aware of the review. 
To my surprise, many wrote back to say that they were not even aware that there was a curfew. That was 
interesting on its own. I also asked residents to participate and make sure that they got their comments in. One of 
the ways for residents to do that was to complete the survey form that was posted out to every one of them by the 
consultation group. I also told residents that if they would like to make direct comment, they could contact me. I 
have received many calls, emails and letters with an overwhelming positive response in the lifting of the curfew. 
I will list a couple of responses. The responses range from being as simple as “Well done, it is great to have the 
curfew lifted” to some that are a bit more complicated. One response states — 

... would like to know why in this day and age that I can road Train straight into my depot in 
Forrestfield 5 days week except at peak hours but have restrictions on the weekends from 0900 - 1800. 
If I carry stock I can come past apple st, If I am oversize can come past apple st but if I cart general 
freight I am resticted.  

... 

Instead of a road train every hour or 1/2 hour on the road we all wait until 1800 and travel in in convoy 
(does not make sense ... 

Another simple response states — 

Thank you, thank you, thank you ... truckies ... no longer have to wait all day at apple street rather than 
unhook and do two trips in.  

There is a great regional network in the valley and there was a lot of it toing and froing within it. Unfortunately, 
a bit of a myth has gone out and one of the comments states — 

We have to live on Great Northern Highway and guess what everyone, I have to sleep at night.  

Unfortunately, this comment is not accurate and I would like to dispel the myth in the valley and say that it will 
not affect people’s sleep at night. The curfew is from 9.00 am to 6.00 pm. Trucks can travel down Great 
Northern Highway through the night no matter what size they are, as long as they are not oversize in width. 
Whatever length they are, trucks can travel at night under the curfew. The trial curfew lift is only allowing them 
to travel during the day, so this will not affect anyone’s sleep. In actual fact, the first weekend the curfew was 
lifted, I received a number of calls from local residents saying “This is bliss; my Friday night was the quietest 
Friday night I have had in a long time”, as the trucks used to try to make their way through on Friday nights to 
avoid the curfew. One of the letters to the editor of The Echo on 25 June spelled out — 

Until now, drivers who have arrived at the Upper Swan Apple Street road train assembly area after the 
weekend morning curfew or before the afternoon curfew, have had the option of breaking up their 
trailer combinations and taking the trailers in one at a time, effectively increasing the vehicle 
movements in some cases from one to three.  



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 17 August 2011] 

 p5987b-5988a 
Hon Alyssa Hayden 

 [2] 

... 

 The statement: “We will see more trucks, more often, is quite frankly ludicrous.  

... 

It simply means that the movement of those trucks on weekends and public holidays will not be 
confined to a small time frame which has, in the past, seen severe traffic congestion caused by a big 
number of trucks trying to either get out before, or in after, the curfew.  

The trial is coming to an end on 28 August and it has been monitored by Main Roads. The trucks have been 
monitored by a traffic counter that they have installed during this trial. This will provide data pertaining to the 
vehicle combination, movements and types. Main Roads Western Australia is also in liaison with the WA Police 
traffic escort section that is collating and reviewing a number of oversize movements for loads between 
7.5 metres and 8.5 metres in width being assigned to Wednesdays and Thursdays. They would otherwise have 
travelled on the weekend. Feedback monitoring has also been collected by Main Roads contact centre, and the 
City of Swan has also agreed to provide Main Roads with any relevant feedback. Key stakeholders and people 
who participated in the consultation process will also be invited to provide feedback.  

So what is next? On the completion of the trial, which will be on 28 August—not far away—the trial 
performance and review by Main Roads will be passed on to the minister, with its recommendation. The lifting 
of the curfew will remain in place until the minister makes his decision on this review.  

I would like to quickly conclude by thanking all those who personally contacted me, and encourage anyone else 
out there in the valley who wishes to make a contribution and comment on the trial of the curfew lifting to do so. 
I hope that commonsense prevails; the lifting of the curfew will reduce traffic on the Great Northern Highway 
and relieve congestion, and I hope to see it lifted. I look forward to reading the report from Main Roads.  
 


